Thurston Community Library and Friends Group
Library Manager – Cathy McDonald

Tel (01359) 235048

Opening Hours
Monday – closed

Tuesday – 3 - 7

Wednesday 10 – 1

Thursday 2 – 6

Friday 10 – 1

Saturday & Sunday 10 - 3

Children’s Sunday Club 

For 3 - 8 year olds (accompanied by an adult please). Starts at 10:30 each Sunday with a story followed by a craft activity.

BookStart, Tuesdays 9:45 – 10:15 
For 2 – 4 year olds and their parents or carers. Starts with a sing-a-long session and is followed by Stay ‘n’ Play in our new room, formerly the Children’s Centre, and outdoor area. 
Summer Meal and Dance – Saturday 16th July
We are planning another fund-raising meal this summer, again in partnership with St Peter’s Church. More details later, but make sure the date is in your diary!

The Queen’s Official 90th Birthday Celebrations – Saturday 11th June
More details to come; we are joining forces with St Peter’s and New Green to have a fun family day. Another date for your diary!
Room for Hire
If you would like to hire a small room for a business meeting, group or club, you might like to consider the room adjoining the library.  It has a private kitchen and washroom facilities, as well as access to a small garden. Before going further afield, you are welcome to come and have a look for yourself. Contact the library for more details (01359 235048)
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IT/Computer Skills Workshop 
We would like to organise a regular workshop at the library, where people can help one another to improve their Computer skills. If you have expertise you could share and are keen to support such a group, we would love to hear from you. No high degree of expertise is needed, as we envisage that the role will be mainly related to supporting email and internet access. We also see the group as one that could be, to some extent, self-supporting.  If you are interested in improving your own IT skills or helping with such a group please speak to our librarian, Cathy, or Richard or Anne (numbers at the end). 
Library Garden Work Party
The library now has responsibility for the small garden area, which adjoins it. We have a gardener on the Friends who is keen to improve the area and she has produced some exciting plans. A few volunteers have offered to join a Working Party, but we are keen to expand this group. No previous experience is needed, so please get in touch at the library if you would like to help!
Hot Drinks Machine
We now have a drinks machine (£1 each) in the library, so do come and enjoy a cuppa while choosing a book, DVD, using the computer or meeting up at the Ancestry group etc!
Minecraft Club 

This Tuesday afternoon club for primary school aged pupils has proved very popular. If you haven’t been but are interested in joining please contact our librarian, Cathy, for details. 

Ancestry.com – Thursdays at 3:30pm during term time  

A group of keen family historians meets weekly on Thursdays at 3.30pm and will be pleased to welcome new members.  The Ancestry Library edition website can be accessed for free if you use any device in the library (including your own). If you would like to join the group, please contact Cathy, our Librarian (details below).

eReaders 
The eReaders are now being loaned out and for some people they are much lighter and easier to use than a book, especially ones with large print. If you are interested but not sure about using one, please call in the library and speak to our librarian, who will be very pleased to advise you. There is no charge to borrow an eReader.
Join the Friends of Thurston Library
If you are a Friend of the library, please note that New Year subscriptions of £1 are now due. Become a member by paying a £1 annual subscription – full details on leaflets that are available in the library. You would also be very welcome at the regular monthly meetings of the Friends. For details of the next meeting, please ask at the library. We welcome new ideas to make sure our library is a vibrant and relevant service to the community. So, if you have good ideas, please come and share them.

Surrounding Villages 

We are keen to strengthen links with other villages. If you don’t live in Thurston, but use the library, please consider becoming a Friend. Our meetings are fun and friendly with no more than 1 per month. 
Library membership
If you are not a member of the library why not join? It takes a few minutes and allows you to use the many free services below: 

eBooks and eReaders, CDs and DVDs, Ancestry.com, music downloads, 
magazine downloads, internet access, download audio books and more!
You can also do the following online:
· Search and reserve books

· Login and renew loans

· Apply for a library card

· Renew you expired library card

· Book a computer

For more information visit www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
Follow on Facebook or Twitter and sign up for a newsletter.

Contact Cathy McDonald, our librarian, on 01359 235048

Richard Fawcett on 01359 231363 or Anne O’Connell on 01359 231680
