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2017 will be important in Thurston’s history. 
 

Catch the train from Thurston station towards Bury St Edmunds and you see our 
village (by Suffolk standards) from high up.  
 
The departure of the first Thurston passenger train on Christmas Eve 1846 must 
have been a big event for the village. The place was growing then: a new granary, 
shop, coal merchants, pub and houses. Nearly all the homes we see from today’s train 
have been built since then, the granary has gone, and we all know there will be 
further change for the village.  
 
Thurston Parish Council was formed in 1894 (one of the earliest Councils) and ever 
since has been looking after residents’ interests. And so it is now. Street lighting, grit 
bins, running the recreation ground and the playgrounds, litter clearance and 
potholes, monitoring and reducing speed on the village roads, deciding whether or 
not to have a PCSO, commenting on planning applications and supporting the 
development of a Neighbourhood Plan, supporting the library and local charities - 
these are just some of the Council’s activities. Over the ten years that I have been on 
the Council, I have never known it busier.  
 
Based at the New Green Centre, the office hosts all sorts of meetings, including the 
formal monthly Parish Council, the sub committees such as the Recreation Ground 
and the Planning Committees, and the Neighbourhood Plan Team’s discussions. All 
are open to the public. The Council also holds surgeries on particular topics and 
welcomes everyone who wants help, who has concerns and who would like advice. 
The Council is there for you.  
 
The country - and county - needs more homes and Thurston will undoubtedly be 
providing some of them. Keeping any developments appropriate and making sure 
they fit in with what we now have is important. Indeed, helping to improve the village 
is at the core of what we do. Once the railway was the cause of growth; as we know, 
now the A14 is a major influence: being near it, people can access it quickly which 
makes Thurston attractive, not just to people who work locally, but to Cambridge, 
Ipswich and even London commuters.  
 
Last year the Neighbourhood Plan team’s work was particularly important, and it will 
be this year. Where should new homes be built? How many of them? Of what sort, 
and what design? For over three years the team has been consulting you, producing a 
plan to answer these questions. More correctly, it is producing a plan to put to a 
village referendum. You will have the chance to vote on it. That will almost certainly 
happen this year. Once we have an agreed Neighbourhood Plan it will have to be 
taken into account by planners in Mid Suffolk District Council who recommend to 



 

 

District Councillors approval or rejection of housing and other developments in 
Thurston. It is our main way of influencing decisions on the village’s future.  
Along with likely changes such as the building of more homes there are the 
permanent features of the fabric of village life that I, and I am sure many, appreciate.  
 
St Peter’s Church is there for everyone in the village. We are all welcome at the 
services; we can all call in for a moment of peace and prayer. Once located near 
Thurston’s village centre, it is now on the eastern village fringe. It is still central to 
many people’s lives.  
 
So too are all the clubs, societies and activities run throughout the year by willing 
volunteers in the village. They need our support too. We’d miss them if suddenly they 
weren’t there: they are a part of village fabric too.  
 
We have a village to be proud of. A lot of people, myself included, want to make life 
in the village - and the view from the train, - as good as we can.  
 
I hope you have an excellent 2017.  
 
Peter Robinson,  

Chair of the Parish Council & Chair of the Thurston Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group 
 

 


