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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 15th July 2016 

commencing at 2:00pm in the Meeting Room at the New Green Centre.  

 

Members present: P Robinson, G Bush, R Fawcett, A Horton, B Morris, A O’Connell, A Reeve, 

J Rood, A Stiff, D Wood, V Waples and 1 member of the public. 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed all to 

the meeting. A statement was read out indicating that, in accordance with the changes in 

legislation, the public and councillors were permitted to film, record, photograph or use 

social media in order to report on the proceedings of the meeting. 
A full transcript is available from the Clerk. 

 

2. Apologies of absence were noted from G Dixon. 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 1st July 2016 are recorded as having been accepted and 

approved by all able so to do. 

 
4. To receive an update on the sites assessments being carried out on the suitability of the 

sites submitted for development: 

• To note and consider the reworked draft assessment on site 13, not submitted to 

the NPSG as part of the call for sites in 2016, but considered as potential for 

future development and to note that this site has now been formally submitted: 

 Concerns were still expressed generally over this site assessment and also 

those of sites 3, 6 and 8 with regards to preferred development on Brownfield 

sites. If brownfield is preferable, then on this category it should be slightly 

negative. It was agreed that this should be flagged up to Navigus Planning for 

comment. 

 It was noted that a response from SCC with regards to infrastructure constraints 

was still awaited with regards to Health and Highways and the Secretary was 

asked to chase MSDC’s Critical Friend for updates. 

 

5. To note the response from SCC Planning Policy Department on Education Provision in 

Thurston: 

 SCC had stated in an email that Thurston Church of England Primary Academy is 

at capacity (taking into account current housing commitments only) with the 

consequence that any future growth will need to include detailed discussions 

about infrastructure mitigation. The Primary School site was landlocked and 

could not be expanded.  A solution to future growth was stated as being to 

relocate the Primary School which would necessitate a phased relocation to a 

315 place primary school in the interim, with the potential to be expanded to a 

420 place primary school. Consideration must also expected to be given to the 

need for an Early Year facility on the school site as demand in the area would 

increase along with housing numbers. Any site to be considered would need to 



 

 

be 2 hectares in site and the estimated build cost would be 6.9 million (£) with 

half of this being discounted by SCC with the balance of funds expected to come 

from development in Thurston. It was also noted that SCC stated that Thurston 

Community College was at capacity and that there might be a requirement for 

additional land to offset any growth in pupil numbers on the main site.   

The meeting felt that further consideration ought to be given to the new 

Secondary School at Moreton Hall and the Free School at Ixworth for secondary 

places and the Primary Schools at Great Barton, Ixworth and Norton for primary 

places. 

 It was noted that Christine Thurlow at Mid Suffolk had been appointed to lead on 

joint work between Suffolk County Council (SCC) and Mid Suffolk on prospective 

growth and infrastructure requirements. It was noted that the Groups Critical 

Friend at MSDC had emailed her requesting information on any discussions that 

MSDC had had with SCC on growth that might be relevant for both 

neighbourhood plan and Local Plan purposes and, in order to avoid duplication 

on SCC’s part, to share this with Thurston’s NP. To date there had been no 

response from Ms Thurlow. 

 The group also stated that any such discussions as per the item above should 

include the following:  

 Transport – transport infrastructure was also a tipping over point and needed 

further input from Suffolk County Council Highways Department on how the 

existing system would cope with the numbers being discussed by MSDC 

 Health – Clinical Commissioning Groups with regards to growth numbers being 

discussed 

 

6. To note the format of community engagement with regards to the Site Assessments – it 

was noted that as the site assessments were almost finalised the results would be 

shared with the community during the public consultation which wold run for six weeks 

over the Summer period from 8th August until 16th September (updated since the 
meeting). There would be covering information which would ensure that the community 

noted that these were sites that had been assessed as suitable for future development 

and that the sites had not been allocated nor would all of them be suitable for 

development. Furthermore, it would be stressed that this was merely an assessment of 

land availability which sought to identify a future supply of land which is suitable, 

available and achievable for housing and economic development uses over the 

Neighbourhood Plan period. It was noted that the public consultation would also cover 

a number of community engagement surgeries covering various times to allow all to 

attend and view the sites and assessments that had been carried out. The assessments 

would be uploaded onto the website for comments via email or in writing as of 8th 

August (updated since the meeting). The group asked that it be stressed that only 

factual errors or omissions were requested and that a further postcard be sent out 

early in September reminding all of the need to view the assessments and submit a 

comment. 

 

7. To note the date for MSDC’s attendance in Thurston for its Community Engagement – 

Building a Sustainable Future – this was again confirmed by the New Green 

Administrator as being Friday 22nd July between 2.00pm and 7.30pm and that the 

Parish Council has sought to advertise this as widely as possible despite a lack of  

promotional literature coming forth from MSDC. The group was asked to advertise this 

as widely as possible to ensure a good turnout. 

 

8. To note the date of the next Community Engagement Surgery – this was again noted as 

Saturday 23rd July between 10.00am and 1.00pm in the Oak Meeting Room. In 

attendance would be A Horton and B Morris for the NP and Cllrs. Ames and Robinson 

for the PC. 



 

 

 

9. To note the date of the restricted meeting with MSDC and BDC’s Corporate Manager for 

Strategic Planning – a summary of the restricted meeting that took place on 5th July 

2016 was provided to the group which covered an update as to where MSDC was in 

regards to its current Local Plan and the work that had been started on the new Joint 

Local Plan with MSDC and BDC. It had been confirmed that all levels of development in 

a NP must conform with that of the current Local Plan and that SCC was in the process 

of commissioning a report into the access onto the A14 of all junctions and a complete 

traffic model for the whole of the County. MSDC would be looking for a commitment 

from SCC for a transport model for MSDC’s growth over the lifetime of its new plan. 

 

10. To receive any issues coming forward from members of the Steering Group – there 

were no further issues coming forth. 

 

11. To receive any issues coming forward from members of the public –  

 Train & railway use – of more homes around Thurston surely more people would 

be prepared to walk to the station 

 Education – if there were more spaces at the 2 educational establishments 

within Thurston there would be no need to bus school children in. Perhaps the 

Team could look at seeing if the catchment area could be changed to reduce 

traffic movements? 

 

12. The next meeting would be held on 2nd August at 4.00pm in the Oak Meeting Room at 

the Parish Council Office. 

The Chairman made the meeting aware that the Parish Council had recently been 

awarded the Quality Status within the Local Council Award Scheme which demonstrated 

that it achieved goof practise in governance, community engagement and council 

improvement. The meeting asked that its congratulations be passed onto the Parish 

Council on such an achievement noting that Thurston was the first council in Suffolk to 

be awarded this level. 

 

13. The meeting closed at 3.25pm. 

 

 

 


