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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 6th May 2016 

commencing at 2:00pm in the Meeting Room at the New Green Centre.  

 

Members present: P Robinson, R Fawcett, B Morris, A O’Connell, A Reeve, J Rood, A Stiff, D 

Wood, V Waples, Bill Newman (Corporate Manager – Spatial Planning – MSDC) and Nick Ward 

(Corporate Manager – Community Planning & Heritage MSDC) and 5 members of the public. 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed all to 

the meeting. A statement was read out indicating that, in accordance with the changes in 

legislation, the public and councillors were permitted to film, record, photograph or use 

social media in order to report on the proceedings of the meeting.  

 A full transcript is available from the Clerk. 
 

2. Apologies of absence were noted from R Alston, G Bush, G Dixon and A Horton 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 1st April 2016 having been circulated, were approved by 

all who had attended the meeting. 

4. To receive an update on the discussions with MSDC to quantify evidence base for future 

growth in conjunction with the new emerging Joint Local Plan –  

 Mr Newman from MSDC confirmed that whilst this was a public meeting he would 

unable to talk in detail on the issue of the publication of the SHLAA Document and 

Objectively Assessed Numbers. However he did confirm that he had been in post 

since 11th April 2016 and that MSDC did not have an up-to-date Local Plan. He 

made mention of the position in which the District Council found itself but was 

able to confirm that the OAN and SHLAA Document will be going before Babergh’s 

Elected Officers on Monday and Mid Suffolk’s on Thursday. He had carried out a 

complete review of the circumstances and could confirm that the draft functional 

clusters were on the district’s website. He made mention of the new Local 

Planning Framework and the parameters which would need to be agreed upon 

prior to moving forward: an updated Local Plan; Term of Local Plan – probably 

now to 2036 and update re OAN – work was still being carried out on the 

assessment with regards to growth scenarios; requirement to engage with 

neighbouring districts and/or local plan authorities (S110 of the Localism Act – 

duty to cooperate – currently there was an expectation that a memorandum of 

understanding will be signed by all; model for growth – functional clusters? Once 

all these parameters were in place MSDC and BDC could then proceed to a project 

plan. It was further noted that the devolution bid for East Anglia which needs to 

be accepted by all by the end of June would also have an impact on MSDC’s 

growth and targets. 

When pressed he confirmed that he would expect the OANs to be released by the 

end of June. He also stated that he could see no reason why the information 

contained within the call for sites carried out by MSDC in 2014 could not be 

shared with the Parish Council. 



 

 

 

5.   To receive any issues coming forth from members of the public – the meeting was made 

aware of the Parish Council’s Pre Application Protocol Policy. The following points were 

noted: 

 Hopkins Homes – exhibition report will be fed into a planning application which 

was to be submitted in due course – probably towards the end of May. 

 Persimmon Homes – mention was made that due to other developers’ moves in 

submitting planning applications on sites within Thurston, Persimmon Homes had 

grown concerned at being left behind and would therefore be looking to submit its 

own application ahead of the NP process. An informal presentation on their plans 

for the site off Ixworth Road in terms of residential development was presented to 

the group. Land had been set aside for a primary and/or secondary school and 

the ratio for development was 250 homes per 10 hectares. Given that there was a 

deficit in school playing fields there was an option to secure land for expansion. It 

was confirmed that there would be screening of residential development via 

landscape to ensure a smooth transmission from countryside to residential. Any 

development would as part of a phased development and the next steps would be 

to consult with MSDC, SCC & NP to ascertain any constraints to development. 

When asked it was confirmed that a formal consultation was expected for early 

June with a Hybrid application in August.  

 Member of the Public – work being done by the NPSG was valued and well worth 

doing. 

   

6. To receive an update on the public consultation on the suitability of the sites for 

development that have been submitted and the criteria to be used to assess these sites-  

the meeting noted that all the work needed to upload the results of both consultations 

onto the website had now been completed and that this would take place over the next 

few days.  

 

7.    To receive an update on the assessments being carried out on the suitability of the sites 

submitted for development –  

 It was confirmed that all the information had now been passed to the NPSG’s 

professional partner and that he would now complete the site assessments. Timescales 

had been agreed and this work would be completed by the end of May with a draft ready 

for discussion at the next meeting. It was reiterated that the NP was not there to stop 

development but to give a voice as to what type of development is suitable for Thurston 

and where it should be located. It was also noted that since the close of the date for 

sites to be submitted there had been a request for 2 further sites to be considered. 

 

8.   To note correspondence submitted to the Parish Council as copy with regards to the 

potential planning application for Barton Road and to note that this site was not 

submitted as part of the Expression of Interest in Sites for Development –  

 The meeting noted the correspondence received. It was confirmed that all 

correspondents had been asked to resubmit their comments to the Parish Council & 

MSDC once a planning application was submitted. 

 

9.    To receive any issues coming forth from members of the Steering Group – none 

 

10.  The next meeting would be held on 3rd June at 2.00pm in the Oak Meeting Room at the 

Parish Council Office. 

 

11.  The meeting closed at 2.59pm. 

 

 

 


