
  

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN TEAM 
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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Thursday 28th May 

2015 commencing at 7:30 in the Parish Council Office at the New Green Centre.  

 

Members present: P Robinson, R Fawcett, B Morris, A Reeve, B Shrubshall, R Alston, G Bush,  

A O’Connell (acting Secretary) 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed all to 

the meeting. The meeting was advised that Mrs Vicky Waples, Secretary to the NPSG had 

to give her apologies for personal reasons. 

 

2. Apologies of absence were received from Mrs Waples, S Campbell (family commitment), 

Cllr D Haley (family commitment). 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 5th May 2015 having been circulated, were approved by 

all present who had attended the meeting. 

 

4. Draft Vision for Thurston: it was noted that this has been seen by Navigus Planning, who 

has done some editing and advised against information being too specific. It is still a 

working document that could change in the light of new information. Thanks were given 

to Richard for all his hard work in writing the document and incorporating the many 

ideas and comments from members of the group. 

 

5. Finalised Response to the Housing Needs Survey: the response to this was excellent, with 

about ½ of households returning their forms. It was noted that there may be a limited 

understanding of ‘Affordable Housing’.  Navigus Planning have seen the results and feel 

that we now have sufficient data with which to work. 

 

6. Draft Scoping Report for the Strategic Environment Assessment: some copies were 

handed round and others will be emailed. The document is designed to ensure that our 

Neighbourhood Plan fits in with the Local Plan. The Steering Group and Navigus 

Planning still have some work to do on this document. The Mid-Suffolk Local Plan and 

National Planning Framework all have to work together. If anyone has questions on it 

they should email Peter. The next Agenda will include an opportunity for any clarification 

needed. Members were asked to copy their questions to all members of the group to 

avoid duplication. 

 

7.  Topics for future engagement: 

• ‘Determine the number of residents who expect or want to move from the village in 

the next 5, 10 or 15 years’ – Navigus advised against taking this any further as it would 

require a further questionnaire and have little or no consequence. 

• ‘Determine the mean average of houses sold and rented in the last 10 years’ – it was 

noted that some websites e.g. Rightmove give information on house prices. Navigus have 

advised that the information is not relevant for future planning, so this will not be acted 

on. 

• ‘To note that land supply in Thurston is finite – consider alternative to building low 

density housing developments such as underground with daylight lit storeys also small 



multi-storey developments plus use of redundant work buildings’ – in response to this 

concern about available land, Peter explained that we do not have to accept all 

development. Thurston and Developers have to abide by National Planning Policy – we 

cannot have a separate policy for Thurston related to the number of hectares. However, 

we may include in our Plan the total area of Thurston and the area of development. 

Underground building was not thought to be economically viable. 

• ‘Determine why people like living in Thurston and why village life is so sought after’ – 

it was agreed by other members that this information is available from the first 

Questionnaire and a statement in the Vision has addressed this i.e. ‘The village 

continues to be a safe, enjoyable place in which to live and bring up a family’. Further 

work on this was not thought to be worthwhile. 

• ‘Develop a Village Design Statement’ – Navigus Planning have advised that we ought 

not to introduce such a document at this stage. Other villages may have incorporated a 

Design Statement, but it would have been in place before drawing up a Neighbourhood 

Plan. Peter explained that Planning Policy will ensure that designs are complementary to 

the immediate environment. Richard cited some examples in the village, e.g. the flats on 

Station Hill that are built in sympathy with the old station building. 

 

A general discussion was held on the requirement for all meetings that were aligned to 

the Parish Council to be held in public and for matters relating to the NP to be discussed 

within the public domain and for minutes of such meetings to be kept. This was a 

protocol that, as a public body, the NP must adhere to. Concern was expressed that this 

was being challenged by a member of the group. It was stated that, from this point on, 

all matters relating to the NP would be placed on the Agenda and fully discussed in the 

public domain, and that comments and questions via email would be dealt with in this 

manner.  

 

8. Public Meeting on 9th July, 7pm at New Green – ideas for the format of the meeting were 

discussed. It was agreed to promote the meeting with more postcards. The main subject 

will be feedback from the Housing Questionnaire.  

• Results are to be displayed around the hall in the same format as the ones shared at  

the meeting.  

• Q&A session for residents only, at the end. 

• Ideas to be emailed to Vicky, Peter and Richard. 

• A thank you to be given to everyone for the high number of responses. 

• Postcards to go out a week before. 

• Navigus Planning will be asked if they have any ideas for the meeting. 

• An announcement will be put in the village newsletter. 

• Posters will also advertise the meeting. 

• Scoping information may be included (not fully decided on this). 

 

9.    To receive any issues coming forth – there were none. 

  

10. Date of next meeting: Monday 6th July at 7pm. (Apologies given from Richard) &  Public  

Meeting on Thursday 9th July. 

 

 

 


