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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 2nd October 2015 

commencing at 2:00pm in the Parish Council Office at the New Green Centre.  

 

Members present: P Robinson, R Alston, G Bush, R Fawcett, A Horton, B Morris, A O’Connell, 

J Rood, D Wood, V Waples and 2 members of the public. 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed all to 

the meeting. A statement was read out indicating that, in accordance with the changes in 

legislation, the public and councillors were permitted to film, record, photograph or use 

social media in order to report on the proceedings of the meeting.  

 A full transcript is available from the Clerk. 
 

2. Apologies of absence were received from G Dixon, R Fawcett and A Reeve. Apologies were 

also noted from Mr Deakin, MSDC and E Jewson, Thurston District Cllr. 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 4th September 2015 having been circulated, were 

approved by all who had attended the meeting. 

4. To receive the Draft Scoping Report for the Strategic Environment Assessment and to 

note comments/amendments from members of the public – the meeting was made aware 

that a number of changes had been agreed with MSDC and the NPWG prior to the 

submission of the document for early engagement and consultation with the statutory 

bodies (EA, Natural England and Historic England) – these covered changing the end 

date of the plan to 2031 to align with Mid Suffolk’s Local Plan and insertions covering 

MSDC’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) process and the 

separate Call for Sites process undertaken by the Neighbourhood Plan Draft Scoping 

Document. It was noted that MSDC had advised against making specific reference to the 

number of trees were covered by TPOs and that Navigus Planning had advised against 

mentioning the Hedgerow Survey as the specific outcomes were not known at this stage. 

However this would be useful information to inform the ongoing preparation of the NP 

even though it was not critical for the SEA Scoping Report. A request from a member of 

the public for the insertion into the Draft Vision of specific sports clubs and their plans 

for the future was agreed as not being suitable at this stage as the Draft Vision covered 

the growth of such clubs in generic terms. There were no further changes/comments 

coming forth. 

 

5. To discuss the next stages in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan:  

 Expression of interest for sites – the meeting agreed that, following advice from 

Navigus Planning, the NPSG would ask for expressions of interest from landowners 

and developers for land that they might wish to be considered for development. Any 

assessment of the suitability of this land coming forth would be made following 

criteria laid down by MSDC in its recent call for strategic sites. It was however agreed 

that it was too early to send out such a request given the current work that was being 

carried out by BDC/MSDC on a new joint local plan. It was also acknowledged that it 



 

 

would be impossible for the group to write to all landowners and developers and as 

such the expression of interest for sites would be advertised on the website; 

noticeboards; within East Anglian Daily Times and Bury Free Press and placed in the 

library and local shops. 

 Discussions with stakeholders to quantify evidence gathered – it was noted that 

following the details of relevant contacts the Clerk would be issuing letters over the 

coming weeks to seek to quantify the evidence currently held and whether the 

information could be extended. 

 

6.  Discussion with MSDC to quantify evidence base for future growth in conjunction with the 

new emerging Joint Local Plan – a report on the meeting that had been held with MSDC 

to discuss the work that was being undertaken on the preparation of the new joint local 

plan and the impact this would have on future growth for a key service centre such as 

Thurston was given to the meeting. It had been confirmed that once the NP was made 

and adopted, it would become part of a suite of documents for planning purposes. MSDC 

had confirmed that along with BDC they were still undertaking studies to define housing 

needs and how they would be managing growth over the next 5 – 15 years. The 

Objectively Assessed Numbers for growth had not yet been published but it was 

recognised that the numbers originally identified in BDC’s and Mid Suffolk’s Local Plans 

would need to be re-evaluated. It was also noted that both BDC and MSDC’s current 

annual rates of dwellings completed was below the estimates previously set.  

 

7.  Submission of Draft Scoping Document to MSCC for formal consultation with relevant 

bodies - It was noted that, subject to the changes previously mentioned, the Draft 

Scoping Report would be submitted to MSDC for early engagement and consultation with 

the statutory bodies on the understanding that if something came to light at the 

Strategic Assessment stage the document would need to be revisited and amendments 

made. 

 

8.   To receive any issues coming forth –  

 Issue of SHLAA Document – the meeting was made aware that this had been 

delayed with an expected release date in a few weeks times. It was expected to 

identify a number of possible sites that might be suitable for development. 

 Future growth numbers for Thurston – it was expected that future growth 

patterns would be developed on functional clusters but again more details would 

and possible allocation of numbers would be confirmed once the work on growth 

patterns for both districts had been completed. 

 CS11 Style Growth Policy – it was noted that reliance on a CS11 growth style 

policy would be dependent on deliverability of housing in rural areas which is why 

consultations were being encouraged around growth in functional clusters. 

  

8.  Date of next meeting: 4th December @ 2.00pm – Noted that the meeting scheduled for 6th 

November had been cancelled. 

 

9. The meeting closed at 3.25pm 

 

 

 


