
  

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN TEAM 
Parish Council Office 
New Green Centre 
New Green Avenue 
Thurston 
Suffolk 
IP31 3TG 
 
Tel: 01359 232854 
e-mail: thurstonpsg@hotmail.com 
 
 

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Thursday 20th February 2014 at 
7.00pm in the Parish Council’s Office at New Green Centre. 
 
Present: Parish Cllrs. S Campbell, R Fawcett, P Robinson and S Bush, G Dixon, B Morris, A Reeve, B 
Shrubshall (latterly), A Stiff and Mr. Peter Freer, Enabling Officer - Community Planning and Design @ 
MSDC. 
 
In attendance: Mrs. V Waples (Acting Secretary) 

 
1. Welcome & Introduction from the Chairman of the Parish Council especially to Mr. Freer who 

was thanked for attending. 
i. Publicity & accessibility for NPSG meetings – it was agreed that the meetings should 

be open and transparent to all and that there was a disabled access to the rear of the 
building. Agenda advertising the meetings were placed on the three noticeboards and 
also within the library (where possible) and perhaps the garage. The Parish Council 
was currently updating the Village/PC website and as soon as that had been achieved 
there would be more information on pages dedicated to the NP. 

ii. Diversity and equality of NPSG membership – it was agreed by all present that the 
composition of the group was fair and that once the consultation process took place 
there would be a need to involve a larger number of the village across all age ranges. 
Once ideas and suggestions had been received from the village it was agreed that a 
more diverse group would need to take the project forward and that it might be 
possible to establish working groups to test out a number of questions prior to the 
submission of full survey. 

 

2. Apologies of absence – apologies of absence were received from Parish Cllrs. C. Dashper and 
R. Alston, D Wood and representatives from Thurston Community College. 

 

3. Minutes from previous meeting – it was agreed by all that the minutes of the previous 
meeting of 9th January 2014 were a true and accurate record. 
 

4. To update the group with progress on items discussed at the last meeting: 
i. To confirm acceptance of the Council’s Statement of Community Engagement – it was 

proposed and agreed to accept the previously circulated document, aif  
ii. To receive the progress to date on establishing the parish asset audit – Council 

reviewed the previously circulated asset list and it was agreed that this would form the 
basis of a narrative profile of Thurston. The asset list would be divided into topic 
headings, which would be suggested by assistance from MSDC and with reference to 
other Neighbourhood Plans, to enable the group to collate information prior to 
sending out questionnaires/surveys. 

 



5. To determine how best to engage with residents on the results of the NPSG produced Parish 
Asset Audit – it was agreed that the asset list would be reviewed and that baseline 
information which provided a snapshot of Thurston would be compiled. This would be 
reviewed at the next meeting.  
 

6. To determine the budget for the project noting costs incurred to date – it was confirmed that 
the Parish Council had included within its budget for the forthcoming financial year the sum of 
£3,600 would was expected to cover infrastructure costs such as salaries, stationary, printing 
etc. Costs incurred to date over and above the Clerk’s hours were in the region of £500. 
Council would begin the process of applying for grants from Locality, Supporting Communities 
in Neighbourhood Planning. 
 

7. To receive information on Neighbourhood Planning with reference to: 
i. Neighbourhood Planning and the Localism Act – it is envisaged once successfully 

passing a public referendum and being adopted, that the Neighbourhood plan will be 
recognised as part of MSDC’s Development Plan.  MSDC would then use the 
neighbourhood plan for Thurston to help it decide planning applications in the 
neighbourhood area.   The Neighbourhood Plan would enable the community to 
identify priority needs and potentially the land and type of development that could be 
suitable for the village.   

ii. MSDC’s local Development Plan – it was confirmed that there was an  overall growth 
target for a minimum of 450 new houses on greenfield sites, over a 15 year plan 
period, to be identified across the 14 Key Service Centres of which  Thurston is one as 
per policies CS1 and FC2 of MSDC’s Core Strategy 2008 & 2013. It was noted that the 
NP could not achieve anything less than that which had been identified in the Core 
Strategy and that the expectation was that the NP would define acceptable growth 
targets for Thurston that was in accord with and would contribute to the overall 
growth strategy and targets identified by MSDC. The meeting was made aware that 
the country was in a pro-growth era, to help drive the economy and meet existing 
shortfalls, and that developers were looking at all areas of growth hence it was 
advantageous to have a NP to identify the type of growth, including need (types of 
houses, sizes, tenures, density), which the village could sustain. When questioned as to 
whether the principle of prematurity would come into force once a neighbourhood 
plan was started, the meeting was made aware that the new National Planning 
Practise Guidance  states that, refusal of a planning permission on the grounds that an 
application was premature would seldom be  justified until the Neighbourhood Plan 
has been submitted for examination. It was further added that under the National 
Planning Policy Framework there is a ‘presumption in favour of sustainable 
development’, which when linked to the amount of new houses being delivered in the 
District against MSDC targets, there is an argument that when the target is not being 
met as long as development does not give harm it should be allowed to help meet this 
target and the national housing shortage which has seen the lowest annual levels of 
housing built since 1924. When questioned as to whether a NP would be binding on 
the District with regards to growth targets and strategy, assurances could not be 
forthcoming that even with a NP, a village such as Thurston would not be impacted by 
MSDC’s growth targets. It was agreed that the NPSG should make it very clear to the 
public in all of its communications what the NP could and could not produce and that 
the ability of the plan should not be overplayed. 

iii. Site Allocations within Thurston – it was agreed that after the community had been 
involved and engaged and once the issues had been ascertained, then the group could 
engage with developers and landowners for sites to come forward. The previously 
circulated site allocations list was now regarded as old and possibly out of date and 

http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-development-framework/core-strategy-dpd/adopted-core-strategy-2008/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/determining-a-planning-application/how-must-decisions-on-applications-for-planning-permission-be-made/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/determining-a-planning-application/how-must-decisions-on-applications-for-planning-permission-be-made/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/UploadsMSDC/Economy/Strategic-Planning-Policy/Neighbourhood-Planning/NPBasics.pdf


should not be focused on although there was some active interest in some of the sites 
on the list.  

 

8. To review the existing plans and strategies for the area 
i. Local Plan – appended until a future meeting but comments above still stood 

ii. Site Allocations – comments noted above but detailed discussions would be appended 
until a later meeting. It was agreed that the group would consider whether garden 
grabbing and windfall growth should be viewed as being part of the NP and whether it 
should be an issue in its own right. 

 

9. To determine the next steps in the project: 
i. Press Release to inform public of progress to date – it was agreed that a press release 

should be issued to inform the village on progress achieved to date and the potential 
use of a Neighbourhood Plan.  

ii. Inclusion on the Parish Council’s onesuffolk website – it was noted that the Parish 
Council’s onesuffolk website would have a section dedicated to the Neighbourhood 
Plan. Anticipated date for the launch of the revised website which would incorporate 
both the village and parish council website would be early April. 

iii. Suffolk Observatory – Council’s attention was drawn to the Suffolk Observatory which 
provided a range of data on Thurston from the most recent census. 

iv. Community Action Suffolk – Rural Services Review 2012 – Appendix H – Council’s 
attention was drawn to the information contained within the document.  

 

10. Date & time for next meeting – meeting on March 13th 2014 at 7.00pm.  
 

11. The meeting was closed at 9.12pm 


